
  
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 
 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020– 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  

Chair Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were (virtually) present: 
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair 
Sandy Culver (8 p.m.) 
Lisa Fremont (7:09 p.m.) 
Hall Healy 

Linda Lin 
Dudley Onderdonk 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Jennifer Varela 

 
 The following task force members were not (virtually) present: 

 Gray Drobny 
 Ashley Kain Silver 
 
 Also present were: 
 Megan Olson, Staff Liaison 
  

2. OPENING/INTRODUCTION OF CHAIR BARNEY GALLAGHER    
Vice Chair Mulvaney gave an introduction of the new GSTF Chair Barney Gallagher, 
noting his accomplishments in business, science, and engineering and his national and 
international experience. Vice Chair Mulvaney stated that he felt that the new chair will 
be an even steady hand and is appreciative of his passion for sustainability, specifically 
citing food safety and the growing risk to the world’s food chain.  
 
Chair Gallagher explained that Governor Pritzker suspended the procedural 
requirement of the Illinois Open Meetings Act that a quorum of a public body be 
physically present to conduct a public meeting, which meant that the GSTF will continue 
to hold virtual meetings until further notice. Additionally, due to the supplemental 
public participation rules approved by the Village Board in April 2020, the Chair 
explained that all members of the public should submit public comments via voicemail 
or email. Chair Gallagher asked Staff Liaison Olson if there were any public comments 
that had been submitted before the meeting. No comments had been submitted before 
the meeting.  
 

3. CONSIDERATION OF THE MAY 26, 2020 STF MEETING MINUTES    
Upon a motion made by Vice Chair Mulvaney and seconded by Mr. Healy and 
unanimously adopted by all those present by roll call vote, the meeting minutes for the 
May 26, 2020 were approved with the condition that the name conventions would be 
corrected. 
 

4. MAY ACTION PLAN REVIEW        
Chair Gallagher asked Staff Liaison Megan Olson to go through the May Action Plan, 
which listed the Stay-At-Home Sustainable Projects from the May Brainstorming 



 
 

 
 

session. Ms. Olson provided a quick overview of each of the projects listed on the May 
Action Plan which was provided in the meeting’s agenda packet.  
 
Ms. Olson asked Ms. Lin for an update on the library topics. Ms. Lin reported that the 
Glencoe Public Library does its programing on a quarterly basis and that the GSFT 
should try to narrow its focus from the multiple topics into one per quarter. Considering 
the importance of water infrastructure in light of the two-million-dollar Village 
investment in new water meters and the importance of public awareness, the GSFT 
coalesced around the topic of the area watershed, the importance water conservation, 
and local water infrastructure. The group agreed that these topics could be split into two 
parts and that the first would be in September. 

  
 

5. ECODISTRICT DISCUSSION 
Chair Gallagher led a discussion on the recommendation of EcoDistricts to the Village 
Board and how the GSTF envisions pursuing EcoDistricts. The group was still in 
agreement about the general merits of EcoDistricts. Mr. Healy asked how EcoDistricts 
could help the community address current issues, such as the pandemic and racial 
tensions. Members of the group responded resilience and equity were central principals 
of the EcoDistricts Protocols. There were concerns about finding a champion for 
EcoDistricts, especially given the financial downturn and a general feeling that the GSTF 
could not be responsible for the entirety of the EcoDistricts planning process or the plan 
implementation, as the EcoDistricts Protocol is much larger than the environment. It was 
agreed that other community organizations, such as the library and Park District, 
needed more information about EcoDistricts, as well as the Village Planning 
Commission and Community Relations Forum. There was also agreement from the 
GSTF that the planning process for EcoDistricts should be closely related to the 
anticipated Village Comprehensive Plan process. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Mulvaney to continue to communicate with community 
agencies about EcoDistricts and to recommend the incorporation of EcoDistricts 
principals, including climate protection, equity, and resilience, in future Village 
planning processes. This was seconded by Ms. Varela. The motion was unanimously 
adopted by all those present by roll call vote. 
 

6. VILLAGE UPDATES         
Staff Liaison Olson updated the group on the Village’s plan to reopen during Phase 4 of 
the Illinois Governor’s plan. The Village special recycling programs have resumed, 
including the Electronic Recycling Drop-Off Program and the Recycle Vestibule Drop-
Off Center.  
 
The Village also made plans to reschedule the Spring Clean-Up Day for Saturday, July 
25. A Donate and Recycle Drop-Off Event has deemed unlikely because of the short 
timeframe to plan and the need to continue social distancing. The GSTF felt strongly that 
the Spring Clean-Up Day should not be rescheduled because of the financial expense to 
the Village and because more items would be sent to the landfill rather than donated or 
recycled if Clean-Up Day was paired with a donate and recycle drop-off event.  



 
 

 
 

 
Upon a motion made by Chair Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Healy, a motion was 
unanimously passed by all present by roll-call vote to prepare a letter to the Village 
Manager to cancel the rescheduled spring Clean-Up Day.  

 
7. DISCUSSION ON CURRENT INITIATIVES AND ASSIGNED TASKS   

  
A.  Business Recognition Program:   Mr. Healy reported that he along with Ms. 

Fremont and Ms. Culver had been discussing a simplified plan to assist 
businesses struggling with during the pandemic. One initiative that they were 
investigating was the use of reusable bags, which have not been allowed in stores 
as a part of the response to slow the spread of COVID-19.  The group planned to 
investigate if reusable bags are allowed as the state moves to the next phase of 
the Reopen Illinois plan. The group then planned to write to the local businesses 
asking them to promote reusable bags, as well as to reduce waste by asking 
customers if they would like a bag before automatically bagging an item. 
Likewise, as many takeout orders are being eaten at home, the letter would also 
request that employees to ask customers if they need utensils, napkins, 
condiments, etc. before adding these items to a takeout order. 

 
B.  Ravines:  Ms. Fremont and Ms. Olson discussed   an update from the public 

works director that work has been delayed on this project due to the COVID-19 
response and the canceling of the summer engineering intern.  

 
C.  Stormwater: Mr. Onderdonk reported that an article about trees and stormwater 

infrastructure will be published in the Glencoe Compass magazine. This led to a 
discussion about alternatives avenues to publish articles with the closing the 
Glencoe Anchor. 

 
C.  Public Awareness: Mr. Reilly asked for an update on the Active Transportation 

Plan from the Village at the next Sustainability Task Force Meeting.  
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS         
There was no other business to be discussed.  

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME         

No public comments were received during the meeting.  
 

10. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN 
Then there being no further business to come before the Sustainability Task Force, upon 
motion being made, seconded and unanimously adopted by all those present, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.      
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